
Minutes for January 13th, 2003 
 
Disclaimer: This is only a web copy of the Whitman County Commissioners’ Monday Meeting Minutes.  
Official minutes may be obtained by contacting the Whitman County Commissioners office at (509)-397-6200 
 
060617    THE BOARD OF WHITMAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS met in their Chambers in 
the Whitman County Courthouse, Colfax, Washington for January 13, 2003 at 
10:00 a.m.  G.R. “Jerry” Finch, Chairman, Greg Partch, and Les Wigen, 
Commissioners and Maribeth Becker, CMC, Clerk of the Board attended. 
 
10:00 a.m. – Board Business. 
 
D060617A 1.  Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Brett Bosse, Tammy Lewis, and Hillary Hamm. 
 
D060617B 2.  Motion by Commissioner Wigen to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner Partch and carried. 
 
060618 3.  Claims/Payroll warrants numbered 144402-144449, 144474-144506, 
and 144562-144729 for $822,886.87 approved. 
 
FUND FUND NAME AMOUNT 
001 Current Expense $ 78,693.56
102 Building & Development 1,451.50
104 Developmental Services 333.40
105 Mental Health 56.00
107 Chemical Dependency 14.00
110 County Roads 12,257.79
112 Public Facilities Improvement  19,504.87
118  Inmate Welfare 986.95
119 Emergency Services 1,000.00
123 Paths & Trails 494.43
127 Drug Enforcement 15,677.70
132 Auditor’s Document Preserv. 102.16
400 Solid Waste 3,416.09
501 Equipment Rental & Revolving 44,147.33
510 Photocopier Revolving 1,815.70
513 Communications Revolving 1,648.73
690 Clearing & Suspense 246,095.82
ET Electronic Transfer 395,190.84
 
060619 4.  January 6, 2003 minutes approved. 
 
060620-060630 5.  Personnel board orders approved. 
 
060631 6.  Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried to approve the 2003 Capital Improvement Program projects.  A 
letter was forwarded to all departments advising them of the Board’s 
decision. 
 



060632 7.  Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried to allocate $160,500 for the 2003 .08 economic development 
program.  Letters seeking applications for funding was sent to 50 cities, 
towns, and other junior taxing districts. 
 
060633 8.  Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch 
and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter to Clarence Claypool 
appointing the Chair and Vice Chairs of the Whitman County Natural 
Resources Advisory Committee and Subcommittees as follows: 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE #1 - AGRICULTURE 
Chairman  Joe Schmick 
Vice-Chairman Jeff Pittmann 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE #2 - LIVESTOCK, TIMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS 
Chairman  Rhoderick McIntosh 
Vice-Chairman Dan Coonrad 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE #3 - CULTURAL RESOURCES, RECREATION, WILDLIFE AND WILDERNESS 
Chairman  Charles Oldenburg 
Vice-Chairman Carl Lautenschlager 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE #4 - LAND ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION, MINING AND MINERALS, 
PROPERTY RIGHTS 
Chairman   
Vice-Chairman  
 
SUBCOMMITTEE #5-WATER RESOURCES 
Chairman  David Steuckle 
Vice-Chairman Cheryl Morgan 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE #6 – AIR QUALITY 
Chairman  Randy Suess 
Vice-Chairman Larry Cochran 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE #7- RESEARCH AND DATA COLLECTION 
Chairman  Randy Baldree 
Vice-Chairman  
 
060634 9.  Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch 
and carried to reappoint Pat Hudak, Debbie Sherman, Julie Simpson, and 
Marlene Ibsen to 3-year terms on the Whitman County Developmental Services 
Advisory Board. 
 
060635 10. Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried to appoint Jennifer Roach to the Law & Justice Planning Council 
Advisory Committee representing Commissioner District I. 
 
060636 11. Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried to sign a resolution authorizing a postage petty cash fund for 
the Elections Division. 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 060636 
OF 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR WHITMAN COUNTY, STATE OF WASHINGTON 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Whitman County, State of Washington, recognizes the need to 
establish a petty cash/postage account within the Whitman County Auditor Elections Department; and, 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to set the Whitman County Auditor Elections 
Department petty cash/postage fund at $200.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED AND AUTHORIZED that the Whitman 
County Auditor Elections Department petty cash/postage fund shall be 
established and maintained in the amount of $200.00. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this fund is entrusted to Debbie Hooper, 
employee of the Whitman County Auditor Elections Department, with the 
responsibility of overseeing and rectifying the petty cash amount. 
 
Done this 13th day of January 2003. 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF WHITMAN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
_____________________________ 
G.R. Finch, Chairman 

 
     _____________________________ 

ATTEST:        Greg Partch, Commissioner 
 
___________________________    _____________________________ 
Maribeth Becker, CMC     Les Wigen, Commissioner 
Clerk of the Board 
 
060637 12. Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch 
and carried to sign a resolution revising the countywide petty cash fund. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 060637 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF WHITMAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Whitman County Commissioners met in regular session 
on the 13th day of January 2003; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Whitman County, State of Washington, recognizes the need and 
requirement of regulating the various petty cash/cash drawer/revolving accounts in all county funds; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the responsibility for the various petty cash/cash 
drawer/revolving accounts must be entrusted to specific individuals. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the following are the revised 
petty cash/cash drawer/revolving accounts for Whitman County: 



 
DEPARTMENT AMOUNT FUND NO. BARS CODE CUSTODIAN PURPOSE
Public Health, Colfax $70.00  001.000.000 111.70.02 Robin Cocking Petty Cash/Front Desk
Public Health, Colfax $40.00 001.000.000 111.70.02 Robin Cocking Cash Drawer
Public Health, Colfax $33.00 001.000.000 111.77.02 Robin Cocking Petty Cash/Postage
Public Health, Colfax $50.00  001.000.000 111.70.02 Pauline Anderson Cash Drawer
Public Health, Pullman $100.00  001.000.000 111.70.18 Shannon Hatley Petty Cash
Public Health, Pullman $70.00 001.000.000 111.70.18 Shannon Hatley Cash Drawer
Public Health, Pullman $99.00 001.000.000 111.77.02 Shannon Hatley Petty Cash/Postage
Prosecutor $260.00  001.000.000 111.70.15 Dorothy Talley Petty Cash/Postage
Prosecutor $100.00  001.000.000 111.70.09 Dorothy Talley Petty Cash
District Court $96.00 001.000.000 111.77.03 Kristina Cooper Petty Cash
District Court, Colfax $50.00  001.000.000 111.70.03 Kristina Cooper Cash Drawer
District Court, Pullman $50.00  001.000.000 111.70.03 Virginia Walker Cash Drawer
Parks & Rec.-Colfax $200.00  001.000.000 111.70.04 Terry Jeffries Petty Cash
Parks & Rec.-Fairgrounds $25.00  001.000.000 111.70.04 Craig Danielson Cash Drawer
Parks & Rec.-Kamiak Butte $25.00  001.000.000 111.70.04 Roger Marcus Cash Drawer
Parks & Rec., Wawawai $25.00  001.000.000 111.70.04 Bart Dearborn Cash Drawer
Auditor, Auto Licensing $400.00  001.000.000 111.70.05 Eunice Coker Cash Drawer
Auditor, Legal Filing $100.00  001.000.000 111.70.05 Eunice Coker Cash Drawer
Auditor, Elections $200.00 001.000.000  111.77.05 Debbie Hooper Petty Cash/Postage
Auditor $5,000.00 001.000.000 111.00.10 Eunice Coker Revolving
Facilities Maintenance $50.00  001.000.000 111.70.04 Janel Goebel Petty Cash
Clerk $50.00  001.000.000 111.70.13 Shirley Bafus Cash Drawer
Superior Court $33.00 001.020.000 111.77.19 Eileen Roe Petty Cash
Sheriff, Drug Task Force $30,000.00 127.140.000 111.77.01 Brett Myers Revolving
Sheriff $400.00 001.000.000 111.77.01 Brett Myers Revolving
Harvest Moon Café $15.00  105.430.000 111.70.07 Dave Port Cash Drawer
Mental Health $250.00  105.430.000 111.70.07 JoAnn Porter Petty Cash
Mental Health, Kids Team $400.00 105.430.000 111.70.07 JoAnn Porter Petty Cash
Mental Health $50.00 105.430.000 111.70.07 Jeanine Smith Cash Drawer
Harvest House Thrift Shop $5.00  690.021.000 111.70.07 Dave Port Cash Drawer
Harvest House $400.00  690.021.000 111.70.07 JoAnn Porter Petty Cash
Public Works $150.00  110.400.000 111.70.10 Judy McMurray Petty Cash
Solid Waste $300.00  400.400.000 111.70.06 Charlotte Mundell Cash Drawer
Treasurer $900.00  999.000.000 111.70.11 Donna Poland Cash Drawer
Treasurer, Advance Travel $15,000.00 999.000.000 111.00.21 Lana Cloaninger Revolving
 
SIGNED this 13th day of January 2003.  
 
         BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
         OF WHITMAN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
         _____________________________ 
         G.R. Finch, Chairman 
 
         _____________________________ 



ATTEST:        Greg Partch, Commissioner 
 
 
__________________________    _____________________________ 
Maribeth Becker, CMC      Les Wigen, Commissioner 
Clerk of the Board 
 
060638 13. Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch 
and carried to extend the 2002 interlocal misdemeanor/gross misdemeanor 
contract with all Whitman County cities/towns for 2003 with the exception 
of Colfax and Pullman.  Letters were sent to the cities/towns notifying 
them of the Board’s decision. 
 
  14. Oaths of Office were signed by the Board for the following: 
060639 Ann C. Shannon, Deputy Prosecutor 
060640 Byron Bedirian, Deputy Prosecutor 
060641 Carol LaVerne, Deputy Prosecutor 
060642 Sharea Moberly, Deputy Prosecutor 
 
060643 15. After a motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by 
Commissioner Wigen and carried, the commissioners signed a letter to the 
Idaho Department of Water Resources, along with the required $25 fee, 
protesting Water Resources Application #87-10022 for an additional 2.4 
billion gallons of water per year requested by Naylor Farms. 
 
060644 16. The commissioners signed a letter to the WSAC Legislative 
Steering Committee opposing the proposed consolidation of the County Road 
Administration Board with two other state agencies. 
 
060645 17. A letter was received from the Public Employment Relations 
Commission recommending that the Sheriff’s Association remaining issues in 
dispute be submitted to interest arbitration. 
 
060646 18. The commissioners emailed a letter to all employees 
concerning the 2003 revised holiday schedule. 
 
060647 19.  A request for legislative assistance pertaining to proposed 
drastic cuts by the Governor to the Washington State Library was received 
from Virginia Pittman, President of Friends of Whitman County Library. 
 
060648 20.  The annual request for certification of 2003 road levies 
was received from the County Road Administration Board.  The request is in 
the process of being completed. 
 
060649 21. The annual request for certification of 2002 road fund 
expenditures for traffic law enforcement was also received from the County 
Road Administration Board and will be completed by the Sheriff/Public 
Works Departments. 
 
060650 22.  Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried to authorize an interfund loan of $30,000 from Current Expense 
to Developmental Services. 



 
RESOLUTION NO. 060650  

OF  
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

FOR WHITMAN COUNTY, STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Whitman County, State of 
Washington, met in regular session on Monday, January 13, 2003; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board approved D.S.H.S.  Contract #7000-060804 (2) to provide 
appropriate services to people with developmental disabilities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, these services have been provided with the need to make 
appropriate payment for services; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Developmental Services Budget, 104.340.000 needs an Interfund 
Loan of $30,000.00 to complete the total payment for services; and, 
 
WHEREAS, this request is within the existing State Contract budget and the 
county budget for 2002; and, 
 
WHEREAS, this shortage is necessitated due to the reimbursable basis of 
the State Contract and the transition between billing procedures/process 
at the State level; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Interfund Loan will be repaid with an interest rate equal to 
the monthly average of the Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) of the 
State of Washington for the month immediately preceding the month during 
which the interfund loan is authorized. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS ORDERED that an Interfund Loan of 
$30,000.00 to be transferred from Current Expense to the Developmental 
Services Budget to be repaid as stated. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 13th day of January 2003. 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF WHITMAN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
_____________________________ 
G.R. Finch, Chairman 

 
      _____________________________ 

ATTEST:        Greg Partch, Commissioner 
 
___________________________    _____________________________ 
Maribeth Becker, CMC     Les Wigen, Commissioner 
Clerk of the Board 
 
  23. Executed copy of the following documents received. 
060651 2003 WSU memorandum of agreement for County Extension Agents. 



060652 WSDOT local agency agreement for the Palouse Cove Road Safety 
Project. 
 
D060652A 24. Commissioners’ pending list reviewed. 
 
10:30 a.m. – Tim Myers, Parks, Fair and Facilities Management. 
 
Present: Tom Miller 
 
060653 1.  Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch 
and carried to authorize the publishing of a call for bids for the 
Courthouse HVAC system. 
 
D0606 53A 2.  Motion by Commissioner Wigen to go into Executive Session 
with Mr. Myers for discussion of risk management matters until 11:10 a.m.  
Seconded by Commissioner Partch and carried.   
 
11:10 a.m. – Return to Open Session. 
 
11:10 a.m. – Dane Dunford, Public Works Director. 
 
Present: Mark Storey, Phil Meyer, Bob Anderson, and Tammy Lewis. 
 
  Action Items: 
060654 1.  A bid tabulation and recommendation for award of the 2003 tire 
bid was received from the Director. 
 
060655 Motion by Commissioner Wigen seconded by Commissioner Partch and 
carried that the bid for tires be awarded to Tire Distribution Systems, Inc. 
for a total bid amount of $2,450.75 and that the bid document be executed.  
 
060656 2.  Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen 
and carried that the local agency change order with A&R Construction, Inc. 
for Darden Bridge be signed as presented. 
 
  Maintenance Division: 
D060656A 3.  According to the Director, the maintenance crews are rolling, 
grading, and ditching. 
 
  Building Division: 
060657 4.  The 2002 4th quarter Building Department activity report was 
received from Bob Anderson and reviewed. 
 
060658 5.  The 2002-year end Building Department activity report was also 
received from Bob Anderson and reviewed. 
 
  Engineering Division: 
D060658A 6.  Mr. Storey explained the survey crew is currently setting 
their control points on the Palouse Cove Road and will be working on site 
for the next several months.  Mr. Dunford said the Department plans to call 
for bids for this project in March/April 2004 for construction in the summer 
of 2004.  Mr. Storey noted there would be road delays associated with this 
project. 



 
  Finance Division: 
D060658B 7.  With respect to running fiber optic lines to the Colfax 
County Shop Mr. Dunford said Public Works will deal with providing 
excavation on their site and the cost of all related hardware estimated at 
$7,000-$8,000.  Information Services agreed to deal with the boring 
estimated at $3,500-$4,500. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Partch seconded by Commissioner Wigen and carried to 
proceed with extending the high-speed telecommunication (fiber optics) lines 
to the Public Works Department County Shop in Colfax. 
 
11:25 a.m. – Recess. 
 
11:30 a.m. – Bob Lothspeich, County Treasurer. 
 
Present: Joe Reynolds, Eunice Coker, Mike Werner, Fran Martin, Kelli 
Campbell, Bev Welch, Chad Connors, Tim Myers, Denis Tracy, Dane Dunford, 
Brett Myers, Tom Miller, Bob Reynolds, John Peterson, and Eileen Roe. 
 
The following individuals contacted the Treasurer regarding their absence 
from today’s meeting:   
 
060659 The December 2002 ending financial report provided by Lothspeich. 
 
December 2002 Cash Balance - $1,373,087 
December 2001 Cash Balance - $1,682,841 
 
December 2002 Revenue - $8,207,360 – 88.33% of budget. 
December 2001 Revenue - $8,349,118 – 95.68% of budget. 
 
December 2002 Expenditures $8,539,007 – 91.90% of budget. 
December 2001 Expenditures $8,312,125 – 91.22% of budget. 
 
12:00 p.m. – Recess. 
 
 2:05 p.m. – Wawawai Road Guardrail Bid. 
 
Present: Dane Dunford, Vern Emerson, Jeff Marshall, Julie Banks, and 2 
bidders. 
 
060660 The following bids were received, opened, and read aloud.  Staff 
will make a recommendation for award on January 21st. 
 
FRANK GURNEY CONSTRUCTION  $30,214.80 
COMAN CONSTRUCTION   $41,458.00 
 
 2:15 p.m. – Board Business Continued/BOCC Workshop. 
 
060661 25. Items discussed included 2003 misdemeanor/gross misdemeanor 
contracts for Colfax and Pullman, letter to Bob Morton, Law & Justice 
Committee (Bob Lothspeich), Fran Martin’s financial request, cellular 
telephones, draft voting policy, Sheriff’s contracts, February 14th WSAC 



meeting, Greater Columbia Behavior Health representative, and a letter 
requesting support for a traffic light in Colfax.  No action taken. 
 
 4:00 p.m. – Adjournment. 
 
D060661A Commissioner Partch moved to adjourn the January 13, 2003 meeting.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner Wigen and carried. The Board will meet in 
regular session, in their Chambers’, in the Whitman County Courthouse, 
Colfax, Washington, on January 21, 2003.  The foregoing action made this 
13th day of January 2003. 
 

ss/ JERRY FINCH, Commissioner 
ss/ LES WIGEN, Commissioner 

 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 
MARIBETH BECKER, CMC     G.R. “JERRY” FINCH, Chairman 
Clerk of the Board     Board of County Commissioners 
 
 


