
Hazard Description   
Wildland fires are uncontrolled fires in forests, woodlands, brush or grasslands. Most are caused
by human error. Wildland fires pose threats to people, pets, and livestock in areas where human
development intermixes with, and is adjacent to wildland vegetation. This area is termed the
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). Washington State Department of Natural Resources customarily
develops such a map for State community; however, no such map exists for Whitman County at
present.

Wildland fires also destroy valuable resource lands, wildlife habitat, powerlines, pipelines,
communication and transportation infrastructure. Impacts of a major fire can be amplified by
subsequent effects of landslides and flooding during heavy rains.

Map 1 illustrates the historic wildfire locations occurring from 2008-2019. Table 1 identifies the Fire
Regime Condition Classes which exist for certain fire return intervals. Map 2 illustrates the return
interval periods for the County, based o the current condition class, which includes vegetation
types. Map 3 identifies the current Vegetation Condition Class for Whitman County.
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