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D076654C 17C. Contract Amendments: 
Amendments presented included amendment #9 to the State/GCBH Medicaid contract to change 
the end date and add GCBH’s DUNS number and changing the end date of the contract between 
GCBH and the Ombuds service to match the State contract amendment.  Both amendments 
contained “housekeeping” items.  Whitman County voted to authorize the Chair to sign both 
amendments and the vote was unanimous. 
 
D07654D 17D. Regional Office Update:  
Legislative update: Mental Health is one of the top 3 issues this session.  There are 
currently a number of areas of concern:  Possible cut in State-only funding due to large 
reserves at some RSNs.  Currently the cuts would be distributed base on how much State-
only funding each RSN receives thus punishing those RSNs, like GCBH, that maintain only 
the contractually required reserve amounts and possible cut of Medicaid rates to the 
bottom of the actuarial range. 
 
D07654E 17E.  Sunnyside Community Hospital requested a letter of support for their 
certificate of need application for a 10 bed Psychiatric Unit.  It was reported there was 
no collaboration in this process, therefore, a letter of support was not provided. 
 
 1:50 p.m. – Recess. 
 
 2:00 p.m. – Convened/Board of Health. 
 
Present:  Troy Henderson, Michael Baker, Jeff Wilmoth, Chris Skidmore, Chelsea Cannard, 
Patricia Black, Debbie Walker-Labine and Meghan Johns. 
 
  DIVISION UPDATES: 
  Health Officer: 
D076654F 18. The Director said the Asian flu is present.  He has spoken with Bob 
Reynolds about the how it might affect our Fair as there have been some fairs cancelled. 
 
  Environmental Health: 
076555 19. The Environmental Health report for May was reviewed by staff. 
 
D076555A 19A. Chelsea Cannard went over the 2015 data for the Food Protection Program 
and talked about the new School Gardens program.  Ms. Cannard is working with the 
Community Action Center for the school grant received for this program as well as 
involving the US and State Departments of Agricultures. 
 
D076555B 19B. Chris Skidmore talked about the Drinking Water program and 2015 
sanitary surveys.  He spoke of the Nationwide needs assessment being conducted whereby 55 
water systems in Washington have been selected for the assessment.  Mr. Skidmore also 
mentioned the status of the Ewan Water System and statewide drought declared by the 
Governor. 
 
D076555C 19C. Jeff Wilmoth reported on on-site septic issues.  The first meeting with 
the On-Site Sewage Advisory Committee was held last week.  Other area touched on included 
GIS for onsite sewage systems, vector problems and pool inspections. 
 
D076555D 19D. Michael Baker noted it has been nearly one year since the new 
Environmental Health staff began and he congratulated them for their accomplishments.  He 
also introduced Meghan Johns, Pullman Environmental Health support staff. 
 
076656  20. The Chairman recessed the regular Board of Health and convened the 
hearing for proposed revisions to Whitman County Code, Chapters 15.04-On-Site Sewage and 
15.08-Septic Tank Cleaning. 
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Michael Baker indicated the current version of the code is out of date and in many cases 
not compliant with current state codes.  A summarized version of proposed changes was 
distributed by Mr. Baker.  The changes were reviewed within the department and with key 
stakeholders.   
 
The hearing was opened to public comment.  There being no further comments the hearing 
was adjourned and the regular meeting of the Board of Health reconvened. 
 
D076656A 21. Commissioner Largent moved Commissioner Swannack seconded the motion 
and it carried that the Board of Health recommends approval of the code revisions to the 
County Commissioners.  The commissioners will consider adoption of the revised code on 
June 1st at 10 a.m. 
 
  Personal Health: 
D076656B 22. Troy Henderson commented that he spoke with Hank Hannigan, Whitman 
Hospital Administrator about working together to extend services in the future to 
possibly Garfield, Endicott and Lacrosse and Mr. Hannigan was very interested in trying 
to move forward with this idea. 
 
  Administrative: 
D076656C 23. Troy Henderson gave a brief staffing report. 
 
  Next Meeting/Adjournment: 
D076656D 24. The meeting was adjourned.  Next Board of Health meeting is July 20th. 
 
 2:00 p.m. – Reconvene/BOCC Workshop. 
 
Present:  Gary Petrovich, Troy Henderson (2:30 p.m.), Brett Meyer (3:00 p.m.), Bob 
Reynolds (3:30 p.m.) Kelli Campbell (4:00 p.m.) and Jill Whelchel (4:30 p.m.). 
 
076657 25-29. 1st Trimester budget performance reports received for the 
following departments:  
 

• Public Health 
• Sheriff 
• Fair/Facilities Management 

• Human Resources 
• Juvenile Services 
 

 
No action taken. 
 
 4:30 p.m. – Recess. 
 
 
D076657A THE BOARD OF WHITMAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS met in their Chambers in the 
Whitman County Courthouse, Colfax, Washington for Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  
Chairman Dean Kinzer, Arthur D Swannack and Michael Largent, Commissioners and Maribeth 
Becker, CMC, Clerk of the Board attended. 
 
 9:00 a.m. – Reconvene/Board Business Continued. 
 
D076657B 30.  Approved documents signed. 
 
076658 30A. General/Veterans’ Relief/Payroll warrants numbered 316796-316863 for 
$134,832.66. 
 
 9:05 a.m. – BOCC Workshop. 
 
Present:  Gary Petrovich, Mark Storey, Chris Nelson (9:05 a.m.), Garth Meyer and Mark 
Clinton (9:10 a.m.).  
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