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The Committee is currently overseeing the plan to address some concerns identified in the 
last regular GCBH fiscal audit of the provider in Asotin and Garfield Counties.  The 
provider answered the follow up questions submitted to them by GCBH but they were not 
really responsive to the underlying concerns.  Staff recommended and the Committee 
support hiring an auditor from the Tri-Cities to review the areas of concerns identified 
earlier, back three years, so that this issue can be resolved as quickly as possible. 
Whitman County voted in favor of the recommendation and the vote was unanimous. 
 
D077431D 28D. GCBH Regional Office Update:  

 Request to approve a professional services agreement for some computer programing 
to support the mental health, chemical dependency integration.  This person has 
done a great deal of work for GCBH in the past and does very good work. 

 Commissioner Bouchey from Yakima County described a conversation he had with 
several legislators and others regarding the allocation of beds at Eastern State 
Hospital.  Spokane RSN requested 10 beds from GCBH’s allotment be loaned to them.  
Chelan/Douglas RSN objected to GCBH loaning additional beds to Spokane RSN.  It was 
recommended we have separate agreements with both Spokane and Chelan/Douglas RSNs.  
Reminder: GCBH had loaned, for a fee, beds to Chelan/Douglas RSN in the past. The 
Attorney General’s Office provided an opinion that this was not appropriate.  This 
requested loan of GCBH’s beds would be at no cost to Spokane RSN.  A discussion 
amongst Board members was held regarding, among other things, the political 
implications of this request.  

 The Board’s Personnel Committee recommended staff who cover holidays receive extra 
compensation and that a 2% cost of living increase for GCBH Regional Office staff 
be authorized.  Whitman County voted in favor of authorizing the professional 
services contract, a loan of some of GCBH’s ESH beds to Spokane and Chelan/Douglas 
RSNs, and to support the Personnel Committee recommendations and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 1:50 p.m. – Recess. 
 
 2:00 p.m. – Convened/Board of Health. 
 
Present:  Troy Henderson, Michael Baker, Jeff Wilmoth, Chris Skidmore, Meg Gallagher and 
Patricia Black. 
 
  DIVISION UPDATES: 
 
  Health Officer: 
D077431E 29. No report. 
 
  Environmental Health: 
077432 30. Michael Baker distributed the Environmental Health report for January.  
The main item was the new requirements for home sales disclosures for wells and septic 
systems.  After much discussion the Board instructed Mr. Baker with the preparation of a 
draft ordinance for their consideration. 
 
 2:05 p.m. – Commissioner Kinzer excused himself from the remainder of today’s meeting. 
 
D077432A 30A. Meg Gallagher advised the Board 30% of all the restaurants fees owed to 
Whitman County have been received to date. 
 
D077432B 30B. Ms. Gallagher has prepared a postcard reminding property owners with 
septic systems are required to have an annual evaluation. 
 
077433 30C. A proposed 2017 draft Environmental Health fee schedule was received 
from Mr. Baker.  No action taken at this time. 
 
  Personal Health: 
D077433A 31. No report. 
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  Administrative: 
D077433B 32. No report. 
 
  Next Meeting/Adjournment: 
D077433C 33. The next Board of Health meeting is March 21, 2016. 
 
 
D077433D  THE BOARD OF WHITMAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS met in their Chambers in the 
Whitman County Courthouse, Colfax, Washington for Monday, January 25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  
Chairman Michael Largent, Arthur D Swannack and Dean Kinzer, Commissioners and Maribeth 
Becker, CMC, Clerk of the Board attended. 
 
 9:00 a.m. – Reconvene/Board Business Continued. 
 
D077433E 34. Approved documents signed. 
 
077434 35. General/Veterans’ Relief/Payroll warrants numbered 321093-321164 for 
$311,674.22. 
 
077435-077445 36. Personnel change orders. 
 
 9:05 a.m. – BOCC Workshop. 
 
Present:  Gary Petrovich, Cinnamon Brown (9:05 a.m.), Mark Storey (9:20 a.m.) and Bob 
Reynolds (9:30 a.m.). 
 
 077446 37. The following items were discussed but no action was taken.   
 

• Lobbyist Conference Call 
• Legislative Steering Comm. Update 
• SEWEDA 
• Management Conference 
• Vault Update 
• EWCOG 
• Road Closures 

• Halme Construction 
• CRAB Director 
• Treasurer’s Consultant 
• HVAC Systems 
• McKinstry Presentation 
• Fairgrounds Projects 

 
10:05 a.m. – Adjournment. 
 
D077446A Commissioner Swannack moved to adjourn the January 19 and 25, 2016 meeting.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner Kinzer and carried. The Board will meet in regular 
session, in their Chambers’, in the Whitman County Courthouse, Colfax, Washington, on 
February 1, 2016.  The foregoing action made this 25th day of January 2016. 
 

ss/ ARTHUR D SWANNACK, COMMISSIONER 
ss/ DEAN KINZER, COMMISSIONER 
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